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Government was aware of a plot, and as justifying the Aus-
trian demand that Austrian officials be allowed to cooperate
with Serbian officials in discovering the Belgrade accom-
plices, since the Serbian officials themselves had taken no
steps in this direction. On the other hand," if no warning
was given, then either, (1) the Serbian Government could
claim—as in fact it did claim—that it knew nothing of any
plot beforehand and was therefore wholly innocent; or, (2)
in justification of Austria, it could be claimed that Serbia
was guilty of concealing the plot and thus of conniving at
the crime. With the possibility of these various interpreta-
tions in either direction, it is not surprising to find Serbian
sympathizers arguing violently against each other, and
Austrian sympathizers doing the same. Nor is it surprising
that a great deal of conflicting evidence has been brought
forward. In sifting it, it is helpful to fix the attention
especially upon three points: To whom was the warning
given, if given at all? Was it given on his own initiative
and unofficially by Mr. Jovanovitch, the Serbian Minister
in Vienna, or officially upon instructions from Belgrade?
Did it contain any hint of a definite plot, or was it merely
a vague general statement about the undesirability of the
Archduke's visit to a troubled province?
The first important assertion that Serbia warned Aus-
tria came from the Serbian Minister to Russia, Mr.
Spalaikovitch. In an interview in the St. Petersburg
Vechernee Vremia, within a couple of days after the assas-
sination, he declared the Serbian Government had given a
warning in Vienna in regard to the Archduke's trip to
Bosnia; it had learned that a plot was being planned by
Bosnians who were embittered by the Austrian oppression
and believed the Archduke was responsible for it; but in
Vienna the warning was left unheeded.59 But the truth of
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